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with 4 personnel.
Unit (9), parking facilities for 1500 automobiles, in
7000 m?2.

The designers were required to take into
consideration the following measures: reasonable
equilibrium and desirability, flexibility, liability of

conforming with future needs, the concentration of the
plan, limiting the exits and internal access routes,
optimal use of natural light and the fluctuations of
environmental conditions, reasonability of spaces,
seismic considerations, and economic issues.

The Participating Projects

5 architectural counsultants and architectural firms,
participated in this competition. Before the judges
studied the projects, technical experts and 3
experienced librarians of the National Library reviewed
the structure, mechanical and electrical installations,
and the functional aspects of the presented projects;
then handed their written reports to the Jury. The
judges unanimously seleted Pir-raz Architects design.

Project No.3, Pir-raz (Selected Design)

This project has endeavoured to meet the needs of the
National Library as a very advanced construction,
utilizing natural light and the pyramidic form of the
upper floors, to create an intimate atmosphere and
affinity with surrounding area. The structure is

earthquake resistant, and seeks to reconstruct the
familiar Iranian architectural concepts, and finally
economy of construction and application and energy
conservation have been taken into consideration.

Project No.1, Farhad Ahmadi and Associates
In this project the building volumes are located in the
following manner:

1. A complete cube with 12 modules length, from
the internal part of which another cube with 6
coefficient modules leads to the administration unit and
surrounds the maintanance section.

2. A long rectangular bridge-like structure connects
the square to the complex.

3. A rectangle with a square thin base, a portion of
which by contact with an oblique axis and natural

surrounding has become vacant, forms the library and
closed book storage.
4. A half bridge, the stairlike base of which connects

the surface of the square to natural reliefs, forms the
transformational border of the square to the location of
the design, while the educational center is situated
there.
Project No.2, Naqsh-e-Jahan -~ Pars
Architectural Counsultants
For creating closed book storage, this project has been
inspired by the ancient "slate®, which existed in Iranian
and Islamic culture, the golden colour of which is a
symbol of its worthy content.

The maintanance and supporting sections are
designed as a large platform in continuation of the

ABADI, Year 5, No. 17, Summer 1995 QA



Events

e Training Seminar for Urban Planning Managers.
eChallenges of Metropolis 1996.

eSeminar on National Physical Plan.

eDialogue on Architectural Heritage.

e A Festival for Healthy Urban Transportation.
eConstruction Industry in Malaysia.

eHousing in China.

eSeminar on the Problems of Development Plans.
eNews on World Architectural Events.

Book Reviews

eUrban Design and Physical Planning in Poland.
eProceedings of the First Workshop on Landslide
Hazard Reduction in Iran.

®Proceedings of the Second International Conference
on Seismology and Earthquake Engineering.

eHousing Development Policies in lran.

eWhat is Deconstruction?

eProblems in Loading.

eFundamentals of Remote Sensing.

oA New Perspective on Urban Geography.

eSculptures and Sculptors at Persepolis.

e Takht-i-Suleiman.

Design Competition of Melli Library
Complex .

The main theme of this issue of Abadi is devoted to the
Design Competition of Melli (national) Library
Complex, the result of which became known in Mordad
(July) of the current year. The library's site will be in
Abbassabad area in Tehran, with 90,000 square meters
built over. Some groups of renowned architects of the
country were invited to participate in this limited
competition.

The Background of The Design

The Provisions for the international competition of
Melli Library primarily began in 1352 (1973) with the
preliminary studies of the physical programme, and
exchanging views with UNESCO, IFLA and more than
100 librarian societies and institutions of different
countries throughout the world. About 3056 architects
from B7 countries entered the competition, and judges
received 618 projects at the deadline. At first 38 and

later 22 projects were selected. The three winners of
this competition were:

1. Von Gerken Marg and Partners, from Federal
Republic of Germany.

2. Englebert Eder, Rudolf F. Weber and Reiner
Wieden, From Austria.

3. Wilhelm O. Meyer, from South Africa.

The winning project was never implemented. 15
years later, The execution of Melli Library project was
once more expounded. A review of the programme,
which had become obsolete through years, was
performed. Once again a competition, for selecting the
best project, was arranged in 1994. This time it took
the form of a national, limited competition.

The Design Programme
The library will consist of 9 building units with the
following characteristrics:

Unit (1), for the public activities, with a capacity of
70,000 books, 500 periodicals, for 2030 users, with 201
personnel in 7410 m

Unit (2), research library, with a capacity of
500,000 books and 15,500 periodicals, 100,000
manuscripts and 1,000,000 audio-visual materials and
300,000 maps, for 1450 user, with 292 personnel, in
16,000 m?.

Unit (3), supporting operational services, consisting
of 292 personnel, in 4560 m?,

Unit (4), management, supporting administrational
services, and special facilities for the personnel
(consisting of cafeteria and kindergarten), for 770
users, with 427 personnel, in 7960 mZ2.

Unit(5), the maintanence services, consisting of 306
personnel, in 7130 m2,

Unit (6), the closed book shelves, consisting of 24
personnel, with the capacity of 3,000,000 books, in
20000 m?.

Unit (7), the center for studies on Islam and Iran,
with 10,000 books and 40,000 non-book documents for
150 users, with 58 personnel, in 2080 m?.

Unit (8), a guesthouse for accomodating 90 people,
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importance of the Farhangestans (academies) as a
monument and a landmark were emphasized; but, it
seems that in the latter choice the functionalism and
feasiblilty have recieved priority. Perhaps this is a
repitition of what happened in the "Pahlavi Library
Competition® some 20 years ago,when Giancarlo de
Carlo, a member of the jury, pointed out the dangers of
prevailing of the specialists views on functional
aspects and the weight given to the technical
committee, in an interview with Domus.

Anyhow, one of the rare chances for creating a
worthy building in the capital city was the design of the
National Library, which had to meet the psychological
and social needs of the people rather than the
considerations of the commissioning body with its
emphasis on the specialistic aspect. Numerous
examples could ‘be seen all over the world in which the
most courageous and creative projects are being
selected for cultural buildings.

Public buildings, particularly cultural buildings,
possess an important status in regard to the cityscape,
and the special pecularities of Tehran gives an
additional significance to this fact.

The critic, while discussing the designs presented
to the National Library Competition, recalls the three
famous principles of Vitruvius: “utilitas®, “firmitas® and
"venustas®, but, in this article priority is given to the
aesthetic aspect, since many more eyes look at such
buildings, assess them and should approve them.
Architecture, having a close relationship with the lives
of people, utilizes elements and spaces which carry
profound cultural meanings, and stimulates deep
sentiments and feelings; therefore, it must represent
the nation's valuable ideals, and reflect their ambitious
spirit and will to progress; meanwhile, it has to be the
backbone of the innovative creativity in order to allow
the improvment of the civilization in the realm of art.

In all the designs presented to the National Library
Competition, the relationship with the history, as one of
the architectural considerations, is being confined to
the plan of the buildings; only in the design by
Safamanesh and Associates an archeological approach
has been systematically applied in a three-dimensional
form as well as some of the elements of Iranian
architecture. Of course, Mohammad Abuzari and Seyed
Reza Sharif Tehrani also have put some historical
elements, such as domes and courtyard, in their
design, but in a disintegrated manner.

Symbolism has not been the very successful in the
Nagsh-e-Jahan--Pars design in the form of the "slate”
and literary discussion along it, but it is, however, an
attempt to procure the valuable cultural ideals of Iran.
Nevertheless, the designs of the Pir-raz and Farhad
Ahmadi and Associates, and Abuzari and Sharif
Tehrani, by applying compositional and formalistic
contents, frequently experienced before, are devoid of
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intrepidity and creativity the subject of the competition
called for. The two projects which display a creative
spirit are those of safamanesh and Nagsh-e-Jahan
Pars, though they are by no means comparable.

The selected design in this competition comprises
of stripped windows and walls which by following the
prevailing fashion of Europe in the 60's and 70's, have
created unsuperposed floors with irregular polyhedron
perimeters.

Safamanesh's design has placed a number of
architecturally incongruous linguistic elements
together; travelling through memories and history of
architecture, in a very strange manner, but by no
means unique.

Mirmiran's design (Nagsh-e-Jahan--Pars) is his
second experience after designing Farhangestans, and
it is the only participating design which possesses the
characteristics necessary for a national monumental
artistic work of a good library.

Farhad Ahmadi's design is the most manneristic
design of the competition, and it is not successful in the
choice of details from different architectural languages.

Abuzari and Sharif Tehrani's design has
exaggerated mudularity within constructions, and they
have created incongruous compositions without
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surface of the square situated to the north of the
library, and a semi - transparent cover extends over
the whole complex to give a sense of
comprehensiveness and integration.

The composition of the three principal elements of
the project, consisting of a golden slate, a huge cover
and the platform, has created a simple and novel
complex. llluminated at night, the slate, contrasting
with the darkness of the ground, will have a magnificent
lustre.

Design No.4, Kamran Safamanesh and
Associates

Briefly, the project consists of a castle among green
landscape which reflects the idea of preserving the past
cultural heritage of Iran, accomodating Iran's National
Library treasure as well as a cover stretched over the
castle resembleing a public square. This cover is
actually a transparent space frame, which would

accomodate the electronic devices of the library.

The designer has viewed the library as a city
complex, with an urban design approach consisting of
spaces with varied scales rather than the approach of
creating a monument or a statue.

Project No.5, Mohammad Abuzari and Seyed
Reza Sharif Tehrani

L3

In this project, designing the "Slate" is an allusion to
the remote and unknown past which hinders any
peneteration. An opening in the "Slate" at the main
edifice of the square overlooks the interior. The
application of historical and cultural elements are
considered as a reminder of the elements of the
valuable past. From within the "Slate®, other
corresponding principal sections and buildings have
developed and the prayers attic has been designed as a
guide to the direction of the development. |

A Critique of the National Library
Designs

Kamran Afshar Naderi

The competition on the architectural design of the
National Library was the second great competition after
the Farhangestans Complex, held after the Islamic
Revolution in Iran. After learning of the result of the
competition, the very first impression, with no value
judgment, is the great difference between the two best
choices. In the previous competition, simplicity and
frankness of the design as well as its refelecting the
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beside the colour of the facade, is a prominent pillared
veranda over which a simple pediment decorated with a
crown, creates the atmosphere of Gajar's decorations,
but in a postmodern version.

Under the pediment, where a tactful semi-circular
window has been installed to give a ceremonial effect
to the entrance, a horizontal wooden beam has been
deliberately exposed.

These scanty points are sufficient enough to prepare
us, at the very entrance, for appreciating the other
delicacies peculiar to the artistic reconstruction of the
building. Two symmetrical flight of stairs with white
travertine wrought edges, in the form of Gajar's
edifices, lead to the veranda on either side. The curved
arch of the basement entrance is situated in the middle
and two small round windows, between the basement
door and each flight of stairs, are located in a way to
emphasize the symmetrical axis of the projecting
veranda.

While approaching the building, the symmetry of the
elements of the veranda gradually disappears, whereas

the artistic details around the building begin to capture
our attention: small stone stillicidiums in the brick
wall, special dressing of stair stones, the handles of
the wooden doors of the basement, even the decorations
on the tie-bars of the drainpipe, are all indications of
the technical verve of the architects, and of the fact that
applying rather fugal simple materials can augment the
attraction of an edifice.

The original entrance, which was situated in the
western axis of the previously large garden, has been
kept in the form of a secondry entrance by preserving
the former materials and the same old features. The
new entrance, as a typical pattern of this sort of
building and conceived in the original design, has been
fitted in an asymmetric form.

On the eastern side, a pillared portico is in the
view. At first glance, the difference in lenght of the
spans between the brick columns is not readily
observable; only by standing on the main area of the
garden, we realize the incongruous rythm of the pillars.

In this artistic production, what really fills us with
admiration is the disregard for the current superfluous
geometrical approaches in favour of tectonic
architecture. i

Jamshidiye Public Park

The project of Jamshidiye Park, which has been
nominated for the Aqa Khan Award in 1995, was
designed and constructed within 2 years, from 1355 till
1357 (1976-1978). This park which is situated at the
foothills of the Alborz range, in the north of Tehran, is
constructed on the ruins of an old Iranian Garden. The
designing and constructing of the park have been
carried out more or less in the style of the traditional
architects. In fact, the designers, after putting down the
overall concept on the site, explored the garden, and
discovered suitable sites for various functions, then
proposed designs, and with a final coordination

different sketches were put into execution.
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harmonious proportions.

Today, Tehran's chaotic buildings can be compared
to a number of out of tune musical instruments playing,
the high noises of which have filled the air with a
monotonous unpleasant tumult. In this uproar,
Farhangestans complex, and the National Library could
create a moment of peace: a simple and definite
message, a safe island away from the stylistic
contamination and the complicated acrobatic
compositions and forms, an environment for free
cutural activities. i

Pioneers of Iranian Contemporary
Architecture

Continuing interviews with *“Pioneer Iranian
Architectes", we had a conversation with Manoochehr
Solaimanipour, who graduated from the Faculty of Fine
Arts, Tehran University, in 1332-1353 (1953-54), and
has contributed to the same faculty as the assistant
professor in visual design.
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Manoochehr Solaimanipour has given his own view
concerning the term "Contemporary Architecture® and
its specifications in this interview. In his view, modern
techiques and new functions are important factors
which make the contemporary architecture distinct
from those prior to it. He has also pointed out the
circumstances under which the first booklets of the
technical specifications were written, under the
supervision of the contemporary pioneers such as
Mohsen Forooghi, and the measuers taken by Forooghi,
Farmanfarma, Seihoon to strenghten the status of
architects legally and legitimately, and ultimately by
establishing the first consulting engineers firms in Iran.
While expounding his own views, he has discussed
some works of such architects like Markov, and the
distinctive features of the contemporary architecture in
Iran, in comparison with the architecture of the past,
and also described some of his own architectural
works.

Architectural

Language in
Reconstruction of an Old Building

Kamran Afshar Naderi

The following article is about a reconstructed building
situated in a garden in the north of Tehran. In the past
it was part of a larger garden, with an area 10 times
larger than the present garden. The original building
was constructed 90 years ago, but in about 40 years
later it was completely renovated and its walls were
dressed with a thin layer of bricks.

The very existence of this building owes much to
the owner's appreciation of cultural values and past
memories. Firooz Firooz and Hamid Imani Rad, the
architects who undertook the reconstruction of the
building, have revived the extinguished general image
of the building, with a modern approach.

The writer, an architect himself, has analysed the
architectural measures taken in the reconstruction of
the building:

The house is made of brick with a tin-roof, and at
the first glance, what astonishes the observer is the
acute ochre colour of its facade. It takes time to realize
that our visual habit of seeing the pale colour of Tehran
buildings, becoming paler and less lively in hot
summer days, has made the exterior colour of the
building look so strange. But after a while we enjoy the
beautiful contrast between the building and the
landscape and their interaction.

It is a rectangular building, with a brick facade, in
which the white wooden shutters have created an
agreeable harmony with the white coating of brick
frames and the dabbed stones of the edges of the steps.
Following the style of the old buildings, it is located on
1.5 meters high platform, meeting the ground with a
band of grey border stones. The grey colour has once
more been repeated on the cornice of the roof brim and
the tin roof _ which are the elements that connect the
building to the skyline. What attracts an observer,
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