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ARCHITECTURE & URBANISM 90/913%%%
ARCHITECTURE - DESIGN - ART - COMMUNICATION

Hamid Reza Shayan = Hamed Kamelnia « Gelareh Danaie « Iraj Kalantari = Behrouz Ahmadi
Hossein Sheikh Zeyneddin « Ali Akbar Saremi « Kamran Safamanesh - Hossein Naseri
Shahriar Yaghini « Shahabeddin Arfaie « Adoryan Competition » Donyanaz Nazem
Setareh Ordoobadi ~Tahmineh Milani » Negin Aminzadeh « Yahya Fiuzi « Elahe Arouzi
Amir Houshang Ardalan » Mohammad Reza Poorzargar Maryam Akbarian

Jean Nouvel - Renzo Piano « Kisho Kurokawa « Tadao Ando » Toyo Ito « Paolo Portoghesi
Antoni Gaudi « Ole Bouman « Daniel Libeskind = Eric Owen Moss « Zaha Hadid
Rafael Vinoly » OMA = UNstudio « Omar Akbar « Dennis Sharp
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itself a major aim of the professionals. The notion of creating spaces of
freedom and richness are interlinked with spaces of cultural expressions,
of design dreams.

While beauty and spirituality remain the gquintessential aim of the
architect, an innovative dialogue must encompass an everlasting
ongoing dialogue with other civilizations and new scientific discoveries.
The dreams of a society are hidden in daily realities, their visibilities
subjectto their achievements, discarding obsolescence, while embracing
criticism and adverse opinions.

Crisis, polemics and debates are present in this profession because
what could have been achieved has not yet taken place in a country
in which the artistic heritage is unique, where people are outstandingly
clever and where natural resources creates a great potentiality of
material wealth. Fortunately or unfortunately, architecture, society and
culture are one. There is not such a thing as architecture as an isolated
entity. Any architectural improvement implies the improvement of the
society as a whole. To master the quality of the discipline, we first have
to manage and implement communal and collective justice and order,
plan sustainable economies and attend to new societal spiritual ethics
of actions.

For various reasons, contemporary Iranian architecture is obviously
going through numerous qualitative discourses and polemics. Poor
planning and research, inappropriate regulations and norms, lack of
a professional ethic social consensus on the built environment, are
elements that obstruct the discipline of architecture to attain its real
status. To these shortcomings we can add low technological levels,
lack of skilled construction workers and site experts, poor execution of
construction details, wavering university professional education, flawed
commissions founded on relations and influence, and many other
problems, which have prevented our profession from progressing as
it should. In our country, the consideration of the cultural context, the
history and literature, can emerge through some philosophical essences
of action, which could lead us to seek a different horizon and improved
future. Besides, for the sake of some transitional ongoing civilization, we
still keep asking ourselves whether we should build traditional, cultural
related or modern. However, unfortunately, too often, the mixture of all
these speculations leads us again to some hazardous realizations.

In architectural education the gap between theory, practice, construction
and technology remains important. The new generation exhibits a
new approach that incorporates a diversified architectural language.
Partly under the influence of globalization, and through its intertwined
histories and cultural imaginations, this generation is aiming for a more
universal architecture, feeling no compulsion to seek a synthesis of the
international and local. However, the disparity between the productions
of the schools of architecture and ordinary practice is quite visible, while
as a matter of fact, construction research methods for the realization
of the projects are almost inexistent. The drawings are also not very
elaborate; the concepts of structural technology or materials in these
drawings are absent, and no real synthesis of architecture's different
influential parameters is really foreseen.

Our cities have become filled with buildings which neither say anything nor
represent any enhancement in terms of form, identity and construction.
They are mere structures that guarantee the flow of trade and capital. In
the background we find all the greedy entrepreneurs. These speculators
and constructors, the so-called “bezaz-o-beforoush” (build and sell),
these bureaucratic climbers, buying permits and signatures, buying
density, height and floors, generally work without much consideration
for architectural quality or cities’ perspectives. We are witnessing an
entrepreneurship of building process where the economical flow is
revealing itself in hazardous and precarious developments.

In design, conceptual approach to tradition, modernism, globalization
or localism, Islamic architecture, contextualism or regionalism, once
considered hot issues are no more considered as such. A more pondered
path seems to be adopted where Iranian culture diffuses itself through
essences and abstract subtleties without the “isms”. The “pragmatism” of
design presented and proposed by Hossein Sheikh Zeyneddin has the
cultural intelligence of the country infused with beneficial components.
As for what concerns Iran, architecture of relevance must be defined
through different layers of appropriateness. So if the aim is to assume
and produce a relevant architecture, we have to act within the freedom
of our cultural essences. It is not necessary to start with a symbolic
expression of national identity; one should just recognize that one is
dealing with Iranian sites, climate, people, and so on; if one deals with

each of these with rigor, then an Iranian product is bound to occur. For
a practicing architect concern should focus on the structure and rigor of
ongoing elements and parameters, rather than on a theory of culture.
Any premeditation in design can lead us to some monumental formalism
of unjustified exuberance.

Ali Saremi reminds us that somewhere the rationality, the visionary
technicity and the effectiveness of the modern period have not yet been
correctly assimilated, leading us to everyday confusions in the way we
deal with space. The social and technical innovation of the modern
period needs a careful analysis in which some of our prerogatives
can be correctly fulfilled. Iraj Kalantary is developing the legitimacy of
the client/authority in the country’s major decisions for bringing forth
issues. While the “intelligentsia” is present, the societal context must be
prepared to perform and embrace a more appropriate accurate wisdom
through the resolutions of its authorities and within the frames of its
institutions. Architecture needs an adequate platform to fulfill itself in the
way of the society’s aspirations. It does not perform in a vacuum, and if
quality is wanted, one has to upgrade the context in which it takes place.
In crowded chaotic cities, we will only have buildings of fortune spread
by the opportunity of available un-built lands.

In Iran, like in many other countries of the South, "local” design has for
some time indicated opposition to the universalizing norms of Modernist
expressions or to certain aspects of independence based on cultural
and political issues. However in todays debate of what can be accepted
as global or not, in the case of contemporary architecture, “local” and
“global” work more frequently as quasi-synonyms rather than as
antonyms. The reason is simple, architecture is an abstract deracinating
discipline fueled with all kinds of new scientific views rooted in the
West.

For Behrouz Ahmadi the main goal of our endeavor must be the
achievement of a well conceived building with all the modern devices.
The symbolic-cultural could be its gentle perfume, like a long distance
touch. The society is so confused in such ideological matters of
linking buildings to the notion of place, that if enough attention is not
paid, the danger of losing our main responsibility, which means better
constructions for everyone, can easily lead to all kinds of demagogical
philosophical discourse.

Kamran Safamanesh, in another scope of action, believes that
professional ethics must be restored to recover some essential
qualities. He considers our duties for a general social welfare and poses
distinct imperative problems to the emphasis of architecture in higher
platforms of understanding. Ethical problems remain at the heart of
all our processes. The respect of the environment and people can be
translated in the different paths of achievement, as universal principles
of the discipline and other conventions of a civil society.

The notion of creating spaces of freedom, richness and joy are interlinked
with spaces of cultural expressions of design. The access to quality
needs more efforts and exchanges that bridge dialogue, criticism and
self-tolerance. Further to being global or local, cultural or social, national
or international, this task, for the moment, seems the most pressing. The
reunion of these five leading experienced Iranian architects is a good
example of what can be achieved, by way of professional gatherings.
We wish them luck and prosperity. ®
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Discussing Architecture

n the frame of professional exchanges, A/U editors invited five
talented, leading and dedicated architects to discuss current topics of
the field. Various issues concerning design were talked about, engaging
a critical standpoint for an evaluation of some kind of diagnosis.
Cultural specificities and social constraints were put forward by means
of local and global perspectives to define and analyze situations which
are not always easy to mingle.
In this session, issues covered sustainability, cultural diversity,
complexities of contemporary trends, education, the social context,
technology, constraints of regulations and authorities, relations with the
world, the search for understanding and pragmatism of actions.
While answers are not easy to obtain, a frame of references and facts

exist in our profession, where complexity and struggles are running
on themes of development and environmental debates. Deeper
interpretations and meanings were foreseen to analyze ways forchanging
the Actual aesthetic and professional deficiencies. What was said is
that architecture here receives little exposure and attention, thus leaving
too often average constructions to exist. Materials are still average and
technologies not upgraded enough. Constructors experience, by trial
and error, the new methods of site management, cost estimation, and
efficiency. In the Iranian context, a study which can be figured in wider
matrix of understanding, can evaluate the miscellaneous parameters
and elements of the construction process. This comprises the pressures
existing in a conventional local context, the omnipresence of the ruling
ordering client, the presence of parallel acting institutions and organisms,
latent technologies, low ethics, and diverse other constraints. The desire
for quality architecture and the improvement of the present situation is



